The Story of British Diplomacy
ing to the stately school of Holdernesse, Essex would not be bored with the drudgeries of diplomacy ; he entertained illustrious Englishmen, when on their travels, at his embassy ; he introduced them, if they were sufficiently presentable, to the prettiest women, the most serviceable men and the most desirable hosts of the capital. He wrote a few important despatches with his own hand ; by his suavity and tact he helped on the treaty between Maria Theresa and the King of Sardinia, which constituted the sum and essence of Anglo-Austrian policy in 1740, He at no time, however, seemed so happy or so much in his clement as when arranging the dinner menus, the private theatricals or the concerts which made his house at Turin the most charming and coveted of cosmopolitan resorts in the first half of the eighteenth century. II is contemporary, at Paris, and socially his rival, was James, the first Earl Waldegrave. As Holdernesse had stamped diplomacy with the mark of magnificence! and fashion, so did Waldegrave invest it with the associations of intellect. The tradition thus created for diplomacy was to descend from the man who- founded it, as a paternal legacy, to his son, the* second 'Lord Waldegrave, who owed his gift of literary portraiture to his father. The first Lord Waldegrave was not only a good talker himself, but made those he gathered about him talk better as his guests than they were ever known to do elsewhere,
All the controllers of English diplomacy in the eighteenth century now passed in review an: insignificant in comparison with the elder Pitt, who died Karl of Chatham, His career and achievements belong
rather to the general history of this country than to
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